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A Note from the President 
 

This is an exciting time to be part of Nash Theatre. Rehearsals for The Tempest 
are in full swing, costumes are almost finished, the set is halfway there and the 
music is sounding fabulous. 
 

 
Members of the cast have been on the move. On a recent Sunday they made the trek to Margate, 
where they strode along Marine Parade in all their finery attracting plenty of attention from passers-

by. Our photographers took lots of wonderful shots.  
No tempest though, the sun shone all afternoon.  

 
 
Last Saturday a small group performed excerpts from the play in the Mt Coot-tha Botanical Gardens, 
where a celebration in honour of the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s death was being held. 
  

 
All in all, it’s been a successful few weeks. 
Make sure that you book to see what promises 
to be a memorable production: 
 
www.nashtheatre.com 
 
www.anywherefest.com/event/tempest/2016-
05-13/ 
 
Phone: 3379 4775 
 
Email: nashtheatre4@bigpond.com 
 
For those of you wanting to be seen onstage 
the auditions for Harvey are happening on the 
7th May in the Play Shed. See page 5 for full 
details. 
 

 Brenda White 
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The Nash Profile  
 
 
 

In theatre there are many people behind the scenes who 
help to put on a show. Alan Whyte is an invaluable member 
of the Nash team, an absolute whiz at building Nash stage 
sets, and creating amazing props, on a shoestring budget. 
Let’s find out how he does it… 
  
Of all the suburbs in Brisbane, what is it about New 
Farm that appeals? New Farm has a great sense of 
community about it and that's what Jo-anne and I like about 
living there.  What's better than having a coffee shop at 
each end of your street to choose from?  There is also a 
great mix of people from all walks of life.  As New Farm sits 
on a sort of peninsular or bend on the river, there is no 
major road through the suburb to get from one place to 
another, so the only people who usually visit are locals or 
many of the Brisbane people who regularly visit New Farm 
Park on the weekends. 

What was your first experience of theatre? I was at high school in Melbourne and the drama class 
required us to get on a small stage and 'act'.  I did not enjoy that at all and was petrified, so I really do 
admire the actors in being able to do this.  The best place for me is behind the stage or in the shed. 

You gather all kinds of stuff to ‘repurpose’ for the stage and the Play Shed. Any tips to share 
about the how and the where? When we first arrived in Brisbane from the NT I had about 12 
months off work before recommencing, so I always had the best pick of the roadside furniture.  It is 
amazing how much stuff is left on footpaths each week and even more during hard rubbish collection 
time.   There are also two great tip shops in Brisbane; my favourite is in Geebung which is open 
every Saturday and Sunday.  The Sweeney Todd chair cost me $1.  They had six and were 
disappointed that I was breaking up the set by only taking one.   Oh, and don't forget Reverse 
Garbage in Woolloongabba. 

Sweeney Todd’s back flipping barber’s chair was a good example of your ingenuity with 
props. Where do you get your ideas? I always liked tinkering around in my father’s shed when I 
was young so I had lots of opportunities to try different things.  The first thing is to get a general idea 
from the play Director, Google the previous shows and images from all around the world, and then 

see what materials we already have or need.  Due to me working full 
time, it’s also important that the Directors give me plenty of lead time 
on their needs (months if possible) as I usually only have Saturday 
afternoons to get any real work done.  The Sweeney chair was great 
fun to make, especially with the springs required to make it spring 
back up.  It was actually quite scary to see Dan Lane as Sweeney 
Todd throw the actors (victims) out of the chair with such violence. I 
heard that there were a few bruises after that. 

Your idea of a perfect day is… Coffee and breakfast with Jo, maybe 
a walk around New Farm and by the river during cooler months, great 
food, and something to keep me busy with my hands either at home 
or at Nash. 
 
 



 

Remember to take advantage of our meal deal  
with award winning 
 
 
 
 

 
For Nash patrons who use www.trybooking.com  
to purchase their tickets to a show,  
or have SuperFlex tickets (see below for more info). 
 

Just show your ticket at the restaurant to receive: 
 

 A half price entrée with any pasta or pizza main meal 

 20% off all beverages 
Bookings are essential on 3254 1599  

 

Arriva is a quirky, down-to-earth Italian Restaurant offering the best authentic Italian cuisine in 
Brisbane, with a slightly modern twist. Just a short stroll from the theatre at 84 Merthyr Road,  
Arriva is the ideal spot for a delicious dinner before the show. Website: arrivarestaurant.com.au 
 

 

Wait! There’s more! Present your Arriva docket at the Box Office for a free programme! 

 
 

Nash Theatre Season Tickets are now better than ever! 
 

       And we call them SuperFlex tickets  
 

        5-for-the-price-of-4 
4-for-the-price-of-3 

                     3-for-the-price-of-2 
 

So how do they work? You choose how to use them: 
 

For example: buy a SuperFlex 4-for-the-price-of-3  

 to see 4 different plays  

 or to see 1 play with 3 friends  

 or to see 2 different plays with 1 friend 

 or etc.etc. Your choice! 
 

You can buy any time, but please note all SuperFlex tickets for the 2016 season  
will expire on 10th December 2016 (the closing night of Play No. 5). 
 
How? Email nashtheatre4@bigpond.com  
 
or phone (07) 3379 4775  
 
or buy the tix at the Box Office 
 
or buy online at  www.trybooking.com/178316   or  www.trybooking.com/KDUI 
 
 
SuperFlex ticket holders can also take advantage of the meal deal at  
Please see full details above. 
 
 
 

http://www.trybooking.com/
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Harvey 
By Mary Chase Directed by Bianca Butler Reynolds 

 

Mary Chase’s Pulitzer Prize-winning comedy tells the story of Elwood P. Dowd, a mild-mannered 
eccentric whose best friend is an invisible, six-foot white rabbit named Harvey. Driven to desperation 
by his behaviour, Elwood’s sister Veta tries to have him committed to the local mental institution. 
However, there is a misunderstanding that sees Veta locked up and Elwood set free. When they 
realise their mistake, the staff of the institution set out on a desperate manhunt for Elwood – but 
Harvey himself just may intervene. 
 
Cast required (ages are indicative only) 
 

Elwood P. Dowd  male (35-55) Kind-hearted and deluded, a happy drunk.  
 

Dr Lyman Sanderson male (25-40) A young psychiatrist, working at Chumley’s Rest.  
 

Dr William Chumley male (45-70)  Senior psychiatrist at Chumley’s Rest 
 

Judge Omar Gaffney male (40-70)  Solicitor and long-time friend of Veta’s family.  
 

Mr Duane Wilson  male (18-45) Warden at Chumley’s Rest. Brawny and uneducated.  
 

Veta Louise Simmons female (40-65) Elwood’s older sister.  A great comedic role. 
 

Myrtle Mae Simmons female (18-35) Veta’s daughter and Elwood’s niece. 
  
Miss Ruth Kelly  female (18-35) Chief nurse working at Chumley’s Rest.  
 

Aunt Ethel Chauvenet / Mrs Betty Chumley / Cab Driver female (40-65)  
A tripled role, each character appearing in one scene. Mrs Chauvenet: stuffy, rich and pompous. Mrs 
Chumley: good-natured and wealthy. Cab Driver: a tough working-class woman. 
 

Preparation 
There will be a single group audition. Auditionees will workshop scenes from the play in pairs or small 
groups. Familiarity with the play or film would be an advantage. As the play is set in Ohio in the 
1940s, auditionees are encouraged to use a standard North American accent. 
 

Audition date 
Saturday 7 May, 10:00am – 1:00pm 
 

Venue 
The Play Shed next to the car park behind Merthyr Road Uniting Church, 52 Merthyr Road, New 
Farm. Access is via the path next to the church or via Amity Street. 
 

Weekly rehearsal commitment 
Two weekday evenings, plus either Saturday or Sunday afternoon 
 
Season July 8 – 30 2016  
 
To register for the audition, please email the Director on biancabutlerreynolds@gmail.com.  

 
 

New Farm Nash Theatre Inc. 

AUDITION 
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Get involved with Nash Theatre and have fun! 
 
Some dates for your diary: Saturday 18th June and Saturday 20th August for 
mystery social get-togethers. Watch this space… 

 
Here are the prize winners at the 
recent Nash Bard's Birthday Bash, 
Frances Foo and Gary Kliger. 
 
A select group had an enjoyable 
evening celebrating the Swan of Avon 
and his works. 
 

 
 

Another way to be involved? Volunteer to become one of those behind the scenes folk at Nash.  
We always need help with wardrobe (contact Brenda White at nashtheatre4@bigpond.com )  
and with props (contact Phil Carney at pca51773@bigpond.net.au )  

 
Call out for Front of House Box Office and Bar staff… 

 

Another way to help Nash? Score FREE tickets to see our next play,  
The Tempest? Be part of Nash’s exciting ‘Magical Mystery Ride’ season?  
 
Then volunteer to be part of the Front of House Box Office or Bar team! 
  
Box Office staff help set-up the box office, greet patrons, sell tickets, programs and raffle tickets.  For 
less than an hour’s work, you get a FREE ticket to see the show on a night of your choice – even the 
night you do the Front of House!   
 
Bar staff assist in the set-up and operation of the bar (serving patrons, making tea and coffee, 
pouring wine, selling chocolates, crisps and cake) before the show and during the interval. While your 
time commitment is around the same as Box Office, your duties are spread out over the night.  And 
for your efforts, a FREE ticket to see the show on a night of your choice. 
 

If you can offer your services for a night email Brian White at profbwhite@bigpond.com or 
nashtheatre4@bigpond.com or phone (07) 3379 4775. 

 
Want to become a member of Nash Theatre? 
A.k.a. “a Nashie” 
 

The benefits include discounted tickets for shows and drinks at the bar. 
Membership for an Adult costs just $22 a year; 
there are also couples and concession memberships available. 
Contact Nash via email: nashtheatre4@bigpond.com 
Or snailmail: P.O.Box 625 New Farm QLD 4005 
to join or renew your membership. 

 

Rebecca Raffle Prizes 
 

The lucky winners were: 
1st Ross Garnett 2nd Emily McCormick 3rd Jill from the Gold Coast 

 
Please do consider buying raffle tickets when next at the theatre. You’ll never win a holiday in Bali or 
a new car, but the fun prizes are themed with the current show, and it’s just another way of 
supporting Nash Theatre. 
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New Farm Nash Theatre Inc Committee 
 

President:     Vice-President:   Treasurer:  
Brenda White    Phil Carney    Brian White 
 
Committee members: 
Gilly Graham     Sharon White   Hazel Mepham 
Susie Williams    Brenda Keith-Walker 
 
Minuting Secretary to the Committee: 
David Bentley 

 
Patron: Cr Vicki Howard 

 

 
Contacting Nash 

 
Booking Line: (07) 3379 4775   or  www.trybooking.com 
 
Email:   nashtheatre4@bigpond.com 
 
Website:  www.nashtheatre.com 
 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/Nashiefan 
 
Twitter:  @nashtheatre  Instagram:  #nashtheatre 
 
Google+:  nashtheatreinc  Mailing address: PO Box 625 New Farm 4005
   
Check out our website; get involved on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Google+…  
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