Nash Notes
The newsletter of New Farm Nash Theatre Inc

Adults $20, Concessions $15, School Students & Members $12
Opening night with supper after the show!
Adults $25, Concessions $20, School Students & Members $17

A Note from the President
We have started the countdown to our second production for the year, Never
the Sinner, an exciting retelling of the famous trial of Nathan Leopold and
Richard Loeb. Some of you may remember Alfred Hitchcock’s film Rope, which
dealt with the same event, the ‘thrill killing’ of a 14 year old boy by the two
university students. Be sure to make your bookings early to avoid disappointment as this is bound to
be a popular production.
We shall be having our first members’ and friends’ night this Sunday, April 26th at 6 o’clock to
celebrate Shakespeare’s birthday. There are details below and on our website. Come along and help
to make the evening a success.
Lots of actors (and I mean lots!) are keen to be involved in our
production of the melodrama Sweeney Todd. All we lack is a
pianist. So come out of hiding all the musicians among you! If
you are not a pianist perhaps you know someone who is.
I shall finish on that musical note and look forward to seeing you at the theatre.
 Brenda White

It's time to support Nash Theatre!
Come and have some Shakespearean fun this Sunday 26th April
as we (belatedly) celebrate the Bard’s birthday, Nash style.
Bring along your favourite obscure Shakespearean quote,
monologue or part of a scene (up to a page long), printed or
written out neatly, but without identifying the character(s) or play!
There will be a small prize for the person who correctly identifies
the source of the most selections.
There will also be another small prize for the selection that is
voted as favourite.
From 6pm in the Play Shed, behind Merthyr Rd Uniting Church
Food: please bring a plate to share
Drink: Gold coin donation
Admission Free. Members, friends and supporters welcome!

Want to become a member of Nash Theatre?
A.k.a. “a Nashie”
The benefits include discounted tickets for shows and drinks at the bar.
Membership for an Adult costs just $22 a year;
there are also couples and concession memberships available.
Contact Nash via email: nashtheatre4@bigpond.com
Or snailmail: P.O.Box 625 New Farm QLD 4005
to join or renew your membership.

NEVER THE SINNER by John Logan
Chicago1924! The court case for the "thrill killing" committed by university
students Nathan Leopold and Richard Loeb was dubbed the "trial of the
century". Their crime, the cold-blooded murder of an innocent 14 year old
boy, set them on a path to the gallows, which is where they would have
ended their lives were it not for their defence attorney, the famous
Clarence Darrow, a tireless crusader against capital
punishment. As a ‘true crime’ drama the play has everything. The defendants are
young, rich and good-looking. They have an intense and passionate intellectual
and sexual relationship. There are strong courtroom scenes with powerful
arguments for and against capital punishment, still as relevant today.
Directed by Dan Lane, who directed Nash Theatre’s
award winning production of The Laramie Project,
the cast features Kurtis Laing as
Nathan Leopold, James Meggit as
Richard Loeb, Ralph Porter as
Clarence Darrow with Troy
Granzien as State’s attorney for
the prosecution and an ensemble
of Alexandria Page, Bianca
Reynolds and Patrick Farrelly
Rehearsing in the Play Shed.
taking multiple supporting roles.
A sensational play about a sensational crime!
A play you can’t afford to miss!
Did you know, Kevin Spacey recently had a sell-out and critically acclaimed run in Clarence Darrow at the
Old Vic in London? David W Rintels’ compelling one man drama about the larger than life Darrow, known for
his legendary wit, relives some of his pivotal experiences, including the infamous Scopes ‘Monkey’ and ‘Thrill
Killers’ trials, which established his reputation as a courtroom giant and civil rights hero.

We are happy to announce a new meal deal with
for Nash patrons who use www.trybooking.com
to purchase their tickets to a show.
Just present your ticket at the restaurant to receive:



A half price entrée with any pasta or pizza main meal
20% off all beverages
Bookings are essential on 3254 1599

Arriva is a quirky, down-to-earth Italian Restaurant offering the best authentic Italian cuisine in
Brisbane, with a slightly modern twist. Just a short stroll from the theatre at 84 Merthyr Road,
Arriva is the ideal spot for a delicious dinner before the show. Website: arrivarestaurant.com.au
“Our dedication to authenticity and simplicity is at the heart of everything we do
here at Arriva. We combine fresh local Australian produce with genuine premium
quality Italian ingredients imported direct from Italy including the finest Italian
cheeses, prosciutto, Porcini mushrooms, olives and handmade pasta to bring you the most authentic
modern Italian taste you will experience by far in Brisbane – a method that has earned us an
excellent reputation among the locals and even the not-so-locals who just keep coming back for
more.”
Wait! There’s more! Present your Arriva docket at the Box Office for a free programme!

The Nash Profile
Jonathan Collins is a man with many hats! He is Nash Theatre’s in-house fight
choreographer, technical crew mainstay and an occasional actor.
Has Brisbane always been your home? - Except for two years I spent in
London, yes, Brisbane has always been my home. I grew up between the North and South sides,
living at Tarragindi and Grange, going to school at Brisbane State High, and then to UQ for my
University years. In 2008 I went to London on a working holiday visa, stayed for two years, and then
came home again in 2010, which is when I first became involved with Nash. While I was in London,
my theatrical experience was restricted to being an audience member unfortunately, as my day job
(for Westfield Shoppingtowns of all companies!) took up most of my time.
Do you remember your earliest experience of theatre? - I don't actually remember my earliest
experience of theatre, but the story has been told so many times I almost think I remember it. :) My
Dad (Stephen Collins) was in a production of Sweeney Todd when I was two years old, and my Mum
took me to see the production. When Dad had his throat slashed on stage, apparently I stood up on
my seat and screamed "You killed my Daddy!" Mum took me outside, and eventually Dad had to
come around from the green room to reassure me that really, he was okay, it was all just make
believe. :) From then on, Dad took me, and eventually my sister, to most of his rehearsals - I presume
in an effort to ensure that we knew beforehand about any possibly dangerous / scary scenes! :)
Behind the scenes or on stage: which is your preference? And why? - I prefer to be behind the
scenes. It gives me a better sense of control, something much easier to handle than getting on stage
and projecting a character at people. I can never get over the feeling that it's just me up there, saying
strange things and wearing odd clothes. It's this disconnect between me on stage and the character
I'm trying to portray, that always leaves me very conscious that I'm playing a role, rather than being
one. As such, Backstage is much easier for me! Juggling all the hundred-and-one details that need to
come together in the right sequence to have the show come off correctly is easier, for me at least. :)
Of course, at Nash there are never any ‘panic moments’
backstage, are there… - Panic Moments? No, never.... at
least not that anyone in the Audience should ever notice! :)
There have been a couple of occasions when a sound-cue
gets missed, or played early, or late, or when an actor is not
visible in the wings and we've had to send someone to
search for them. Most of those have been low-level panic
situations though; we've never yet had a truly bad panic
situation, mainly because all of our stage managers are very
professional, and like to ensure that they have everything
ready for the next cue, before they have to run up the
current cue, so we've always had time. And any time we
have had a small issue, the actors have been very
professional and have carried on regardless, smoothly
picking up their lines and carrying on with the play, with
minimal notice for the Audience. :)
Tell us about your interest in Medieval times. - This
basically started when I saw The Princess Bride (starring
Cary Elwes, Mandy Patinkin, Robin Wright Penn and Peter
Falk) at a young age, and immediately decided I wanted to
be the Man in Black! :) Since then I've grown up a bit,
studied the use of the sword (and many other things), spent
some time (10 years!) in the UQ Mediaeval & Renaissance Re-enactment Society, and discovered
that it's very hard to make a living as a mysterious hero in the modern world!

If you had one wish… - I would win the Lottery! :) Well, that's the realistic wish, at least.
Unrealistically, I would want a TARDIS, so that I could travel through all of time and space,
understand everyone I met, and learn what really went on in history. :) Should I win the Lottery, I
have plans on how I'd spend it all - a custom theatre, a full costume wardrobe, an armoury full of
mediaeval weaponry - mainly swords, but a few polearms and other exotics - another with full suits of
armour, and somewhere near the theatre to keep it all! :)
What is one thing most people at Nash don't know about you? - Well, anyone who's done
a Mediaeval or Renaissance time period show with me is aware of my collection of historical weapon
replicas, my passion for accuracy in all things (to be polite about my pedantry!) and my skills, or lack
thereof, in making my own costumes for historical productions. What you probably aren't aware of is
that I also make jewellery out of silver wire, leather, semi-precious stones and beads of varying types.
I've made bracelets, necklaces and earrings for my family members, using a combination of leather
braiding and chain maille patterns to generate unique items. Mum always likes them, but then she
almost has to, right? :) I'm usually much happier with praise from my younger sister, who has been
known to say some nice things, but more often points out flaws and things to fix. Thanks Sis! :) I
really quite enjoy making jewellery - it's something that needs both creativity and logic, in that you
first need to come up with a good design, then work out the best way to bring that to life with the
materials you have to hand. When it all comes together properly, I find it very satisfying. When it's not
quite right, on the other hand... :)

Just a few photos from the Opening Night of The Business
of Murder…

What did the critics say?
Eric Scott of Absolute Theatre: “I have always
enjoyed the UK crime genre and the New Farm Nash Theatre has a
little gem on their hands with this one, which has been directed by
Sharon White.”
And Peter Pinne in Stage Whispers: “All three performers give convincing performances…. The set
and costumes were period appropriate with the landline telephone and gabardine raincoats a nice
touch…”

Early bird for Sweeney Todd:
Book and pay for your seat by 30 May
and pay only $15!
Online: www.trybooking.com/127422
Or at the box office when you come to see
Never the Sinner

Audition Notice
SWEENEY TODD: The Barber
(A Musical Melodrama)
Book, Music and Lyrics by Brian J. Burton Adapted from the Victorian version by George Dibdin Pitt
Directed by Sandra Harman Musical Direction by David Bentley
We are still looking for an ACCOMPANIST for Auditions, Rehearsals and the Performances.
Even if someone can just do the auditions, it would be fantastic.
The legend of Sweeney Todd dates back to fourteenth century France when a certain barber in Paris
was reputed to have cut throats and disposed of his victims in a highly unconventional manner. This
is a gritty and dark version of the original tale, placed in the early Victorian period complete with
songs of the era.
CAST REQUIRED: Minimum cast required (with doubling) 7 males and 7 females – Various vocal
ranges. Some Actors will be cast in Multiple Roles. Note that roles with either solo or duet singing are
marked with an asterix * - all other roles require group/chorus singing.
*SWEENEY TODD: The Barber of Fleet Street. (Singing Role)
EZEKIEL SMITH: A mechanic.
MRS RAGG: A poor woman. Mother to Tobias.
*TOBIAS RAGG: her son. A young apprentice boy (played by either male or female) (Singing Role)
MARK INGESTRE: A Mariner. Fiancé of Johanna Oakley.
JEAN PARMINE: A Lapidary or “Gem Cutter” of dubious morals.
*JOHANNA OAKLEY: A Young Lady in love with Mark Ingestre. (Singing Role)
COLONEL EUSTAVE JEFFREY: Of the Indian Army
*JASPER OAKLEY: A Spectacle maker. Johanna’s father. (Singing Role)
MRS. OAKLEY: His Wife.
*Dr. AMINADAB LUPIN: A Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing. (Singing Role)
MRS LOVETT: Sweeney Todd’s Accomplice. (Singing Role)
*JARVIS WILLIAMS: A lad with an appetite. (Singing Role)
JONAS FOGG: The keeper of the Madhouse.
Sir WILLIAM BRANDON: A Judge
MRS POORLEAN: An unfortunate woman.
Plus A Court Usher, Two Warders, A Keeper, Three Bystanders.
PREPARATION
Please prepare one monologue from those supplied at time of registering for an audition. If
auditioning for more than one role of differing characters, you may perform more than one
monologue.
One Musical Theatre style song (or excerpt from). Please provide either sheet music or CD backing
track.
An English accent is preferred, but not essential.
AUDITIONS ARE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.
Please note new dates: SATURDAY 2nd MAY: 11am to 4pm

SUNDAY 3rd MAY: 11am to 4pm

VENUE: The Play Shed next to the car park behind Merthyr Road Uniting Church, 52 Merthyr
Road, New Farm. Access is via the path next to the church or via Amity St.
SEASON: 11th July to 1st August 2015. (Friday and Saturday nights, and two Sundays)
PLEASE REGISTER YOUR AUDITION by emailing your current CV, Photo (if available) and
preferred audition date to the Director, Sandra Harman at sweeneyauditions@gmail.com
You will be contacted with an audition time and sent the applicable monologue piece/s.

ACTQLD 2015

ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
SATURDAY 2ND MAY 2015
7PM CHAMPAGNE & NIBBLES
7.30PM DINNER & PRESENTATION OF AWARDS
Merthyr Road Uniting Church, 52 Merthyr Road, New Farm
Members $40 Non-members $45
DON’T DELAY! BOOK YOUR TABLE TODAY!
Email Brian White: profbwhite@bigpond.com by Saturday 25th April 2015
Have an enjoyable dinner and support New Farm Nash Theatre
in its quest for awards!

Call out for Front of House and Bar staff…
How would you like to help Nash? Score FREE tickets to see our next play, Never the Sinner?
Be part of Nash’s exciting new season?
Then volunteer to be part of the FoH or Bar team!
Front of House staff assist in the set-up of the box office, greet patrons, sell tickets, programs and
raffle tickets. For less than an hour’s work, you get a FREE ticket to see the show on a night of your
choice – even the night you do the Front of House!
Bar staff assist in the set-up and operation of the bar (serving patrons, making tea and coffee,
pouring wine, selling chocolates, crisps and cake) before the show and during the interval. While your
time commitment is around the same as Front of House, your duties are spread out over the night.
And for your efforts, a FREE ticket to see the show on a night of your choice.
If you can offer your services for a night email Brian White at profbwhite@bigpond.com or
nashtheatre4@bigpond.com or phone (07) 3379 4775.

MURDER THEY WROTE! The 2015 season…

The Business 0f Murder by Richard Harris
Never the Sinner by John Logan
Sweeney Todd: A Melodrama with Music by Brian J Burton
Dial ‘M’ for Murder by Frederick Knott
The Farndale Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen's Guild Murder
Mystery by David McGillivray & Walter Zerling Jnr
Nash Theatre Season Tickets: a smart money saver!
5 for the price of 4
4 for the price of 3
3 for the price of 2
How? Email nashtheatre4@bigpond.com or phone (07) 3379 4775 or buy the tix at the Box Office
Upgrades: If you are already at a show and wish to upgrade to a Season Ticket please ask at the
Box Office or Bar before you leave so that your admission for that performance can be credited
towards your Season Ticket price.

Contacting Nash
Booking Line:

(07) 3379 4775

or www.trybooking.com

Email:

nashtheatre4@bigpond.com

Website:

www.nashtheatre.com

Facebook:

www.facebook.com/Nashiefan

Twitter:

@nashtheatre

Instagram:

#nashtheatre

Google+:

nashtheatreinc

Mailing address:

PO Box 625 New Farm 4005

Nash Theatre can now be seen on YouTube!
Check out our website; get involved on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Google+…
Contact us via email for information about how to be involved…
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