Nash Notes
The newsletter of New Farm Nash Theatre Inc

Adults $20, Concessions $15, School Students & Members $12
Opening night with supper after the show!
Adults $25, Concessions $20, School Students & Members $17

A Note from the President
On my return in June from a wonderful holiday in England and Ireland, I plunged
straight into auditions and rehearsals for Nash’s next production, Frederick
Knott’s thriller Dial M for Murder. Some of you may have seen Alfred
Hitchcock’s film version of the play – a fine study in greed and deception,
featuring Grace Kelly and Ray Milland. ‘Live’ theatre brings you closer to the action as it unfolds and
the tension grows as the noose slowly tightens around the murderer’s neck. But who is the murderer
and what is his fatal mistake? I hope that you will be at the theatre to find out. Maybe you will spot the
mistake before the police inspector does. Just do not let the cat out of the bag!
The production features a great cast of actors, most of whom will be appearing on the Nash Theatre
stage for the first time. We are well into rehearsal now and looking forward to bringing you first class
entertainment as part of ‘Murder They Wrote’, our successful 2015 season of plays about murder and
those who practise it. A change of pace from the real life murderers in Never the Sinner and
Sweeney Todd who polished them off to a musical accompaniment!
 Brenda White

Help needed with:
Bumper Bump in
Dial M for Murder

at 1pm on Sunday 6th September for

Can you help with painting the set etc? Please BYO paintbrushes and power tools.

Grant applications
Do you have the interest and experience to help Nash with applying for grants,
especially for upgrading the stage lighting?

The Nash program for 2016
What do you want to see next year at Nash?
Please let us know your views by 11th September.

Play readings in the Play Shed
You’ve written a play? Great! It might just be what Nash needs for a rehearsed play reading
and social evening. One act plays are especially welcome for submission.

Please email Nash if you can help with any of the above!
Want to become a member of Nash Theatre?
A.k.a. “a Nashie”
The benefits include discounted tickets for shows and drinks at the bar.
Membership for an Adult costs just $22 a year;
there are also couples and concession memberships available.
Contact Nash via email: nashtheatre4@bigpond.com
Or snailmail: P.O.Box 625 New Farm QLD 4005
to join or renew your membership.

Coming soon!
The Farndale Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen’s Guild Dramatic Society
Murder Mystery
This hilarious farce follows the antics of the four redoubtable ladies of The Farndale Avenue Housing
Estate Townswomen's Guild as they attempt to present 'Murder at Checkmate Manor'. This
ambiguous and cunning Agatha Christie-style 1930's drawing room murder mystery requires them to
play all 14 roles (aided by their stage manager, Gordon) with hysterical results.
As well as performing the play, the ladies also present a Film and Fashion Show and a Murder
Mystery Quiz complete with prize! If it can go wrong it probably will..... but surely it will be all right on
the night??
Season: 14th November – 5th December

BE AN EARLY BIRD
& CATCH A GREAT DEAL!

Book & pay
for your seat for The Farndale Ladies and Gordon…
by October 2nd & pay only $15!
(Opening Night $20)
Online: www.trybooking.com/152747
Or at the box office when you come to see Dial M for Murder

“Nash Theatre delivers a cracking show
Nash Theatre flexed its musical muscle for the first time with a production of Brian J Burton’s
Sweeney Todd. Directed by Sandra Harman, a cast of 16 delivered a lot of death, a hint of sex and a
smidgeon of religion, all in cracking cockney accents and punctuated with song. Billed as a
melodrama with words, this was the Victorian-era version of a story about a barber who murders his
customers and has them baked into pies. Dan Lane was truly menacing in the title rôle.”
 Your Time Magazine

VALE Pat Wallace 1937 - 2015
Pat Wallace directed plays at Brisbane Arts Theatre from 1990 until
2004. Pat loved to direct the classics and her repertoire included
The Trojan Women and Medea by Euripides, Sophocles’ Electra
and an updated version of Antigone by Jean Anouilh. There were
modern classics too – Arthur Miller’s A View from the Bridge,
Tennessee Williams’ Cat on a Hot Tin Roof as well as plays by
Sheridan, Christopher Fry and of course Shakespeare. Pat brought her tremendous enthusiasm,
passion and a seemingly endless energy to them all. She wanted everything to be perfect, set, props,
costumes, make-up and actors. Ah, yes - actors! Anyone who worked with Pat will agree that she
could be a hard task master. I later joked that those hours of kneeling on a wooden floor during
rehearsals for Electra were the reason I had to have a complete knee replacement a few years ago.
She wanted you to do your best and she usually got her wish.
We became friends and shared our love of theatre. We both loved watching plays but more than
anything we loved being involved in the magic of production – acting, designing and of course
directing. Then came Pat’s stroke. She was left with expressive aphasia, a condition which meant
that she could no longer frame the sentences to express what she was thinking. For someone whose
life had revolved around words, we can only imagine how frustrating this must have been.
It saddened her that she was no longer able to direct plays. A precious part of her life was now
closed to her. We went to see plays directed by other people and would discuss the production after
the show, telling one another how much better we could have done it of course!
Pat needed a new rôle in theatre now that she was no longer directing, and ‘props’ seemed to be the
answer. As some of you will know, Pat was meticulous when it came to props. Every prop had to be
appropriate to setting and period. When a stamp was required for an envelope in the Feydeau farce
Hotel Paradiso Pat insisted that it should be an exact replica of a French stamp of that period, the
1890s! It was through ‘props’ that Pat became involved with productions at Nash Theatre. She was
the property mistress on several shows, sourcing whatever was needed, sometimes with husband
Keith’s practical help, and becoming part of the production team. I believe that she really enjoyed
being in the midst of things once more.
Let Shakespeare have the final word:
Fear no more the heat o' the sun,
Nor the furious winter's rages;
Thou thy worldly task hast done,
Home art gone and ta'en thy wages:
Golden lads and girls all must,
As chimney-sweepers, come to dust.
 Brenda White

Call out for Front of House Box Office and Bar staff…
How would you like to help Nash? Score FREE tickets to see our next play, Dial M for Murder?
Be part of Nash’s exciting ‘Murder they wrote’ season?
Then volunteer to be part of the Front of House Box Office or Bar team!
Box Office staff help set-up the box office, greet patrons, sell tickets, programs and raffle tickets. For
less than an hour’s work, you get a FREE ticket to see the show on a night of your choice – even the
night you do the Front of House!
Bar staff assist in the set-up and operation of the bar (serving patrons, making tea and coffee,
pouring wine, selling chocolates, crisps and cake) before the show and during the interval. While your
time commitment is around the same as Box Office, your duties are spread out over the night. And
for your efforts, a FREE ticket to see the show on a night of your choice.
If you can offer your services for a night email Brian White at profbwhite@bigpond.com or
nashtheatre4@bigpond.com or phone (07) 3379 4775.

The Nash Profile
Brendan James regularly treads the boards at Nash.
He is also the go-to guy for help in getting Nash ‘out
there’ on social media. And we discover why he loves
sweet treats; it’s all the fault of Norman Lindsay!
Have you always lived in Brisbane?
Well don’t hold it against me, but I’m actually Victorian I only moved up here around 3 years ago. I grew up in
a small country town and moved down to Geelong for
uni and work. It was great being so near the surf coast
yet the cold weather and football supporters eventually got to me. Brisbane interested me and there’s
much more to do up here and everyone is so easy going.
Your first experience of theatre?
Tough call, as I never was a drama student or got involved with anything artistic - my nearest
memory would be watching my older brother perform the lead rôle in the High School’s production
of... I can’t even remember - I was probably too high on sugar. Oh wait! In primary school I did get
a chance to see a performance of “The Magic Pudding”. It started my great love of……..pudding.
Which rôle has been your favourite so far? And why?
It’s a choice between my first rôle as Captain Renault in “Casablanca - a radio play” (pictured above),
because I had so much fun and made so many friends (thus showing I’d made the right choice to
move here!), and the recent rôle of Joseph in Ligeia for “An Evening with Edgar Allan Poe” (photo below),
because it felt so close to myself, and allowed me to express those feelings we’ve all probably had being haunted by a lover. The great thing about Poe is he’s always relevant, and here he was on
stage, reminding us that no matter how many romances we have in life, each and every one is as
special as the next, and if you don’t acknowledge that, you’ll soon go insane. It was quite amazing to
be able to share that part of me with the audience – something I usually keep to myself.
How is Nash Theatre involved in the increasingly important social media scene?
Great question! Because I work in IT Service Management by day I’m all over the facebooks and
tweets and stuff. Nash Theatre is present on all of them but has the most engagement on Facebook.
Our challenge is to get all that awesome creative stuff on it while creating an actual “real world”
experience for people to share out – That’s how we’ll get the word out and bums on seats! If anyone
has any ideas, I’m always willing to help.
Suspecting the answer might involve your motorbike, we’ll ask the question anyway. What’s a
perfect day for you?
Ha, you’re quite right; I’m hopelessly attached to Rhonda (The Honda). It certainly starts with a good
sleep in, a big breakfast, a long ride in the countryside, lunch with the family (2 older brothers, 2
nephews and yes.. 2 parents!), followed by reading a good book until I
snooze. Then drinks with friends (but obviously no dancing of any kind)
until I can see the sun rise.
What’s next for you?
Hmm.. whatever the wind blows at me, I guess. My IT career is ticking
along which might afford me to travel more, and I wouldn’t mind a shot at
directing something.
I wonder what’s next for Nash?!?!

Remember to take advantage of our meal deal
with award winning

For Nash patrons who use www.trybooking.com
to purchase their tickets to a show,
or have SuperFlex tickets (see below for more info).
Just show your ticket at the restaurant to receive:



A half price entrée with any pasta or pizza main meal
20% off all beverages
Bookings are essential on 3254 1599

Arriva is a quirky, down-to-earth Italian Restaurant offering the best authentic Italian cuisine in
Brisbane, with a slightly modern twist. Just a short stroll from the theatre at 84 Merthyr Road,
Arriva is the ideal spot for a delicious dinner before the show. Website: arrivarestaurant.com.au
“Our dedication to authenticity and simplicity is at the heart of everything we do
here at Arriva. We combine fresh local Australian produce with genuine premium
quality Italian ingredients imported direct from Italy including the finest Italian
cheeses, prosciutto, Porcini mushrooms, olives and handmade pasta to bring you the most authentic
modern Italian taste you will experience by far in Brisbane – a method that has earned us an
excellent reputation among the locals and even the not-so-locals who just keep coming back for
more.”
Wait! There’s more! Present your Arriva docket at the Box Office for a free programme!

Nash Theatre Season Tickets: now better than ever!
Introducing the new SuperFlex tickets
5-for-the-price-of-4
4-for-the-price-of-3
3-for-the-price-of-2
So what’s new? You choose how to use them:
For example: buy a SuperFlex 4-for-the-price-of-3
 to see 4 different plays
 or to see 1 play with 3 friends
 or to see 2 different plays with 1 friend
 or etc.etc. Your choice!
You can buy any time: SuperFlex tickets expire 15 months after date of first use.
How? Email nashtheatre4@bigpond.com or phone (07) 3379 4775 or buy the tix at the Box Office
SuperFlex ticket holders can also take advantage of the meal deal at
Please see full details above.
N.B. You already have a season ticket at Nash? No problem. Simply swap it for a
SuperFlex next time you come to the Box Office.

MURDER THEY WROTE! The 2015 season…
The Business 0f Murder by Richard Harris
Never the Sinner by John Logan
Sweeney Todd: A Melodrama with Music by Brian J Burton
Dial ‘M’ for Murder by Frederick Knott
The Farndale Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen's Guild Murder Mystery by David
McGillivray & Walter Zerling Jnr

Contacting Nash
Booking Line:

(07) 3379 4775

or www.trybooking.com

Email:

nashtheatre4@bigpond.com

Website:

www.nashtheatre.com

Facebook:

www.facebook.com/Nashiefan

Twitter:

@nashtheatre

Instagram:

#nashtheatre

Google+:

nashtheatreinc

Mailing address:

PO Box 625 New Farm 4005

Nash Theatre can now be seen on YouTube!
Check out our website; get involved on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Google+…
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