
  Nash Notes 

 

Preview / Final Dress Rehearsal Friday November 17 at 7.30pm All seats $10 

Opening Night (including supper) Saturday November 18 at 7.30pm 

Adult $25, Concession $20, Member/Child $15 

*Matinee Sunday December 3 at 2pm  

*Evening Performances November 24, 25 December 1, 2, 8, 9 at 7.30pm  

*Adult $20, Concession $15, Member/Child $12 

Bookings: www.trybooking.com/249819 or www.nashtheatre.com 

http://www.trybooking.com/1760
http://www.nashtheatre.com/


A Note from the President 

Well, what a fabulous show La Cage Aux Folles was. Hope you enjoyed 

something different. This production had three or four sold out nights, as well 

as many nights exceeding the normal average house; bar sales exceeded 

the norm as well. The Production creatives led by Director, Leo Bradley, and 

the cast must all be congratulated for a mammoth effort. We are now working our way to the final 

production of 2017 and I must say, what a fine bunch of ladies I am working with (okay, there are a 

few gents as well). Please come along and bring your friends to a performance of Calendar Girls.  

I am sure you will be entertained.  

The 2018 season will be launched on the Opening Night of Calendar Girls. The Committee, 

especially Brenda White, has worked hard to bring you an entertaining year for 2018, maybe old, 

maybe new; you will have to come along and find out. 

We are near the end of another year and this also means the Annual General Meeting to be held 

on December 10. (More info on page 5 – Ed.) I encourage you to become more involved in New 

Farm Nash Theatre and nominate for a committee position. All committees need fresh ideas and 

members, a few cannot do all. Please consider, even if it’s a willingness to become more involved 

in front of house or backstage; start gradually if you like. All offers gratefully accepted. 

Meanwhile, see you at Calendar Girls. 

• Phil Carney 

 

 

CASH PRIZE  CASH PRIZE 

 

 

New Date 

Saturday 11th November 

AT 6.30 for 7.00 pm start IN THE PLAY SHED 

behind Merthyr Road Uniting Church, 52 Merthyr Rd, New Farm  

Come alone and join a team, or bring your own team 

$5 per head to play 

(Questions will have a general knowledge / entertainment theme) 

Bring a plate of food to share 

Drinks available for a small gold coin donation 

 

RSVP BY 6th November hazelmepham@hotmail.com   

Mobile: 0400 225 023 

mailto:hazelmepham@hotmail.com


By Tim Firth    Directed by Brenda White 
Based on the Miramax motion picture by 

Juliette Towhidi and Tim Firth 
 

Flesh sells! 
 

Last year's fund-raising calendar, featuring local 
churches, raised a meagre £75.60 and was pretty 
ordinary. This year's proposed calendar, featuring 
local bridges, promises more of the same. 
 

Middle-aged Women’s Institute member, Chris, is 
determined that this year the Knapeley Branch will 
raise much more money. Her best friend’s 
husband has just died of leukaemia and the 
relatives’ room at the local hospital is in dire need 
of a new settee.   
 

Sex sells, so why not use it to create a fund-
raising calendar featuring tasteful photographs of 
nude WI members? 
 
Calendar Girls is an extremely funny, yet moving, 
play based on the true story of a group of WI 
members who posed nude for a calendar to raise 
money for the Leukaemia Research Fund. 

 
Uncovering the hidden talents of Marion Jones, 
Caroline Mayfair, Lindi Milbourne, Joanne Oliver, 
Carrie O’Rourke, and Fran Smith as the ‘calendar 
girls’…  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Rehearsals are in full swing; these photos were 
taken by Phil Carney, Stage Manager for 
Calendar Girls. Thanks, Phil.) 
 

…and featuring the fully-clothed Brenda Keith-Walker, Debbie McKay, Bianca Reynolds, Chris 
Carroll, Gary Kliger, Mervyn Marriott and Tim Oxley, we know that you are going to love this 
production. It will make you laugh, it may make you cry a little, but it is sure to send you out of the 
theatre with that warm, fuzzy feeling. 



The Nash Profile  
 
 

 
The gods were definitely smiling on 
Nash Theatre when they brought 
Hazel Mepham to join us.  
 
Actress, hard-working Committee 
member, dedicated organiser of 
social events, generally lovely lady –  
Hazel is all of the above. 
  
How long have you called 
Australia home, and what’s your 
take on Brisbane? 
I came to Australia as a ten-pound 
POM forty-six years ago and, apart 
from a two-year stint back in London 
and a two year “visit” to New 
Zealand, Australia has been home.  I lived in Brisbane during the ‘80s and enjoyed it.  At that 
stage I could pack all my belongings into my small car – and did so after having a couple of weeks 
on the Sunshine Coast: the beach and the relaxed life style were calling!    It was not until almost 
three years ago that I returned to Brisbane to live.  Much had changed since the ‘80s, of course, 
and I am loving the diversity of city life combined with the laid-back style of Brisbane.  I love the 
fact that there are so many community theatres putting on a variety of productions – you really 
never need to be at a loss for something to do. 
 
Your first experience of theatre?   
I vividly recollect being taken to see Aladdin at the London Palladium when I was five – I came 
home singing “There’s a hole in my bucket” and didn’t stop for days, apparently!   
My first taste of community theatre was in New Zealand in the early eighties, and when I returned 
to Brisbane I joined the Shoestring Theatre Company and was in a couple of shows with them – 
one being The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas playing at the old Rialto Theatre in West End.   
I also took some acting classes with La Boite.  On moving to the Sunshine Coast, I auditioned with 
Noosa Arts Theatre – not only did I get a part, I was also roped in to becoming Secretary.  I 
continued my involvement with Noosa Arts for the next twenty-five years until moving to Brisbane. 
The first thing I did then was to look for a Community theatre company and NASH appeared to fit 
the bill. My partner and I auditioned for Sweeney Todd – not only got a part, but got roped in to 
becoming a committee member and then Secretary – not much has changed!  Seriously though, I 
love my involvement with NASH – there is never a dull moment! 
 
Why is it so important to have social activities for Nash people? 
There are so many aspects involved in putting on five productions a year – many people working 
behind the scenes:  Front of House, back stage, set design and construction etc. etc. Our paths 
may cross from time to time and usually when we are busy!  I believe that it is also good to catch 
up for social occasions when we can be more relaxed, get to know one another better and have 
some fun.  Keep a look out for the dates of these and try to come along – the more the merrier! 
 
Can you tell us something about yourself that we don’t know? 
I once “knocked back” Jimi Hendrix. A lucky escape I think!   I was all of 16 and, working for the 
BBC in London, was able to go to studio recordings for both radio and TV.  I was bopping along 



with the other teenagers at Top of The Pops when Jimmy Hendrix was on stage.  After his 
number, he beckoned me over and asked me to a “party”.  I said I couldn’t as I had to be home at 
10!  Obviously, my Dad was wise with his 10 o’clock curfew! 
 
So, Hazel, your idea of a perfect day…  
The day would start with coffee in bed and half an hour with a good book; Pilates in the park, or an 
aquarobics class – even better some time at the beach with my boogie board and a good book, 
and, of course, a good man (my partner, John).   I also love spending time with my grandchildren.  
I would then go to see a play or musical at one of the many community theatres we have at our 
fingertips in Brisbane – NASH being first choice, of course!   
 
(Hazel’s invitation to the re-scheduled Nash Trivia Night is on page 2. Do join us! – Ed.) 
 

   

 

 

The 2017 New Farm Nash Theatre Inc. A G M                                                     

will be at 2pm on Sunday 10  December                                                                 

in the Play Shed, Amity St (behind Merthyr Rd Uniting Church),                         

followed by the Nash Christmas party. 

Nomination forms for Committee positions will be included in the next Nash Notes to be published 

on Wednesday 15 November.  

Want to do more for Nash? Then nominate yourself for Committee and be part of a team 

dedicated to producing quality community theatre in New Farm. 

 

Call out for Front of House Box Office and Bar staff… 

Want to help Nash? Score FREE tickets to see our next play, Calendar Girls? Be 

part of Nash’s exciting ‘Laughter is the best medicine’ season?  

Then volunteer to be part of the Front of House Box Office or Bar team! 

Box Office staff help set-up the box office, greet patrons, sell tickets, programs and raffle tickets.  

For less than an hour’s work, you get a FREE ticket to see the show on a night of your choice – 

even the night you do the Front of House!   

Bar staff assist in the set-up and operation of the bar (serving patrons, making tea and coffee, 

pouring wine, selling chocolates, crisps and cake) before the show and during the interval. While 

your time commitment is around the same as Box Office, your duties are spread out over the 

night.  And for your efforts, a FREE ticket to see the show on a night of your choice. 

To offer your services for a night email Brian White at b.white@uq.edu.au  

Want to become a member of Nash Theatre? 

The benefits include discounted tickets for shows and drinks at the bar. 

Membership for an Adult costs just $22 a year; there are also couples and concession 

memberships available. 

To join or renew your membership: please find all contact details at the end of this newsletter. 

mailto:Profbwhite@bigpond.com


 

Ross Waghorn as Zaza / Albin “commands the stage and with 

his smart delivery and ad-libs he finds a few more laughs than 

are on the page in Harvey Fierstein’s bubbly script. It’s the first 

time I’ve ever seen a ‘Drag Queen’ play the role and it was a 

revelation. He never missed a bitchy retort, and brought natural 

warmth to the part in a very real and honest performance... 

…Opposite him as his long-time and straight-acting lover 

Georges, Rod Jones was very credible, smoothly soothing 

troubled waters at his partner’s frequent hissy fits, and 

maternal to his son’s requests. Drew Buchanan handled Jean-

Michel’s segue from ungratefully selfish to compassion with 

charm, whilst Jermia Turner moved gracefully as the fiancée 

Anne.” 

• Peter Pinne 

           Stage Whispers 

 

 

 

The prize-winners of the La Cage aux Folles raffle: 

First Prize:    Wendy Price – French Champagne and flutes – Orange A010 

Second Prize: Lyn Gunton – the Birdcage and ‘a little more mascara’ – Blue A017 

Third Prize:    Jeff Booker – Bling holder and earrings – Blue A047 



Remember to take advantage of our meal deal  

with award winning  

 

 

For Nash patrons who use www.trybooking.com  

to purchase their tickets to a show,  

or have SuperFlex tickets (see below for more info).  
 

Just show your ticket at the restaurant to receive: 

• A half price entrée with any pasta or pizza main meal 

• 20% off all beverages 

Bookings are essential on 3254 1599  

 

Arriva is a quirky, down-to-earth Italian Restaurant offering the best 

authentic Italian cuisine in Brisbane, with a slightly modern twist.  

Just a short stroll from the theatre at 84 Merthyr Road,  

Arriva is the ideal spot for a delicious dinner before the show.  

Website: arrivarestaurant.com.au 

 

Wait! There’s more! Present your Arriva docket at the Box Office for a free programme! 

 

Nash Theatre Season Tickets are now better than ever! 

       And we call them SuperFlex tickets  
        5-for-the-price-of-4 

4-for-the-price-of-3 

                       3-for-the-price-of-2 

 

So how do they work? You choose how to use them: 

 

For example: buy a SuperFlex 4-for-the-price-of-3  

• to see 4 different plays  

• or to see 1 play with 3 friends  

• or to see 2 different plays with 1 friend 

• or etc. etc. Your choice! 

 

You can buy any time, but please note all SuperFlex tickets for the 2017 season  

will expire on 31st December 2017. 

 

How? Email nashtheatre4@bigpond.com  

or phone (07) 3379 4775  

or buy the tix at the Box Office 

 

or buy online at  www.trybooking.com/178316   or  www.trybooking.com/KDUI 

 

 

SuperFlex ticket holders can also take advantage of the meal deal at  

Please see full details above. 

http://www.trybooking.com/
http://www.arrivarestaurant.com.au/
mailto:nashtheatre4@bigpond.com
http://www.trybooking.com/178316
http://www.trybooking.com/KDUI


    

                        RADIO PLAYS directed by Gary Kliger 
 

We are casting for two radio plays to be performed on the same evening: 
The iconic Sunset Boulevard & the one-act thriller Sorry Wrong Number 
 
The radio play format, for those who don't know, is one where the actors read their scripts as if 
going out live to a radio audience and in front of a studio audience, and the sound effects are 
performed live in the studio and provide a lot of enjoyment and atmosphere for our audiences. 
 
Sunset Boulevard hardly needs any introduction, from the classic film with Gloria Swanson and 
William Holden, to the hugely successful musical adaptation. 
 
The challenge:  While learning the lines for the roles is not necessary, my intention is that these 
roles are fully realised and performed for each audience, so absolute ease and familiarity is 
needed in order not to make it at all a stilted 'reading'.   
 
The radio plays are great fun for the casts who are involved with them. 
 
Preparation:  No learned piece; we will be conducting readings from the script and American 
accents are vital, so come prepared to really give that a go. 
 
Date:   Saturday December 9th    
Time: Morning Session  10am –1pm Afternoon Session 2pm – 4pm  
  Sunday December 10th   Morning 10am – 1pm  
  Possible call backs on the evening of Monday December 11th  
 
Place:  The Play Shed (next to the car park behind Merthyr Road Uniting Church, 52 Merthyr 
Rd New Farm. Access is via the path next to the church or via Amity Street) 
 
Season:   February 23 - March 17 
 
To register interest please email nashtheatre4@bigpond.com stating your name & contact details 
including a mobile phone number & whether you are attending the morning or the afternoon 
session on Saturday or the Sunday morning session. 
Copies of the scripts can be emailed to you on request when you have registered. 
 
 

CHARACTERS REQUIRED FOR SORRY WRONG NUMBER; 
 
1. ‘The Man in Black’ sets up the story for the 'listening' audience; male age open; supporting 
role; 
 
2. An announcer/ presenter for LUX Theatre, who introduces the show that is being presented 
and takes part in the commercials that are a part of the whole presentation;  a slick, 'radio voice' 
type of performance required here; male; age open; could double up with a character in the story 
 
3. Woman: lead role, she overhears a conversation in which two men are plotting someone's 
death and she comes to realise that she may be the intended victim. She tries to get someone, 
anyone, to believe her; age open, requires an imperious tone at the start leading towards hysteria 
later in the piece. 
 
 4. The voice at the end can be someone already cast. 

New Farm Nash Theatre Inc. 

AUDITION 
 

  

mailto:nashtheatre4@bigpond.com


 

CHARACTERS REQUIRED FOR SUNSET BOULEVARD:  
 
1. An announcer; same comments as for Sorry Wrong Number. 
 
2. The Host: sets the scene for the radio audience, strikes the dramatic tone needed to introduce 
the story and the 'Stars' of the show to the radio audience; male; age open; could double up with a 
character in the story; 
 
3. Libby Collins: Hollywood Reporter; takes part in the commercial segments of the show format, 
style is like any gushing entertainment industry reporter along with the commercial style of 
presenter; female; age open; could double up with a character in the story; 
 
4. Irene Martin: Intermission Guest, dealing with the commercials that are in place between Acts 
of the radio show; female; age open; could possibly double up with one of the characters; 
 
5. Joe Gillis: main role in the story: desperate to sell a screenplay, ANY screenplay, to a studio, 
down to his last dime, being chased by debt collectors, makes a fateful turn into a driveway while 
being pursued by the debt collectors with life changing consequences. Hard bitten, cynical, 
desperate, on his last chance to make a go of writing for the screen, sees an opportunity he'll 
regret when offered a 'position' with Norma Desmond to clean up the screenplay she's been 
hawking around the studios; male; age open. 
 
6. Norma Desmond: main role in the story; faded silent era star, who has been shunted aside 
when the 'talkies' came in; lives in a fantasy that she'll be recalled to her former glory days 
because she's never been forgotten and it's a certainty that she'll have her name up in lights once 
again. Lives in a delusional state, protected by Max from reality, falls in 'love' with Joe Gillis, when 
he ends up at her house and engages his assistance with the script that's going to get her back to 
the top of the heap. Her fall from the heights has damaged her irreparably and the conclusion to 
which it leads her is predictable and still shocking. Female: It is mentioned that she is 50-
something in age but the attitude, the self-delusion, the self-belief is what is important to achieve; 
 
7. Betty Schaefer: works at the studio, is engaged to Artie Green, becomes involved with Joe; 
substantial support role; the attraction between her and Joe has to be obvious and 
understandable; female; age open but she should be able to be 'partnered' with Joe in an 
understandable way; 
 
8. Max: who is Norma's first husband, now her faithful and utterly protective servant and 
confidante. Male: Should be in the proximity of age of Norma, should have an 'air of mystery' 
about him, a slightly European accent will be helpful; substantial support role; 
 
9. Sheldrake: studio head, no-nonsense, powerful, Gillis desperate to impress him; age 
appropriate to someone with some power in the Hollywood system; male; age open; supporting 
role; 
 
10. Artie Green: friend of Joe, engaged to Betty; male; age something similar to Joe; support role. 
 
11. Young Guard, Old Guard, Lieutenant of Police, Captain of Police, Detectives, all various 
people in minor support roles. 
 

 



2017 SEASON 

Laughter is the best medicine 

Calendar Girls 

By Tim Firth 

Directed by Brenda White 

        17 November – 9 December 

                                      _________________________________________ 
 

So, what is in store for the Nash Theatre 2018 season? 

You’ve already realised that Nash is starting the year with radio plays – a bit of 

a pattern evident there… But what about the other four shows? 

Do you want a hint? Expect a mix of drama and suspense seasoned with 

melody and edginess… 

Come to the Opening Night of Calendar Girls on November 18, and all will be 

revealed at the Champagne Supper.  

 

New Farm Nash Theatre Inc. Committee 

President:     Vice-President:   Treasurer:  

Phil Carney     Brenda White   Brian White 

Committee members: 

Hazel Mepham    Jonathan Collins   

Susie Williams    Brenda Keith-Walker  

 

Patron: Cr Vicki Howard 

Contacting Nash 

 

Booking Line: (07) 3379 4775   or  www.trybooking.com 

Email:   nashtheatre4@bigpond.com 

Website:  www.nashtheatre.com 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/Nashtheatre 

Mailing address: PO Box 625 New Farm 4005 

   

                      

http://www.trybooking/
mailto:nashtheatre4@bigpond.com
http://www.nashtheatre.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Nashtheatre

