New Farm Nash Theatre Inc

Nash Notes

A Note from the President
“Our revels now are ended. These our actors, as I foretold
you, were all spirits and are melted into air, into thin air.”
Shakespeare had a way with words and I couldn’t have put
it better myself. After a successful season, The Tempest
has finished, the set has been pulled down, the costumes dumped in the wash
and the actors have drifted off to their next project. It was great fun while it lasted
and I want to thank everyone involved for doing such a great job.
Now it’s time to look forward to our next production. Mary Chase’s comedy, Harvey, promises to be
very funny and bound to be popular so make sure to book your seats.
Our second social event, a ‘Play Reading and Pizza’ evening was well attended and enjoyed by
everyone. Look out for the publicity for the Trivia Night coming up on August 20th.


Brenda White

Who is this man, and who is he waiting for?
To find out you are going to have to see

Harvey
By Mary Chase

Directed by Bianca Butler Reynolds

When Elwood P. Dowd introduces his imaginary friend
Harvey, a six-and-a-half-foot rabbit, to guests at a dinner
party, his sister, Veta, decides that she simply can’t put up
with his embarrassingly eccentric behaviour any longer. She
decides there and then to have him committed to a
sanatorium, but things don’t go according to plan... to her
plan at least... and quite soon Elwood and Harvey are on
the loose and the chase is on!
Nash Theatre’s production of this timeless, award winning
comedy featuring Jenny Bonney-Millett, Patrick Farrelly,
Frances Foo, Troy Granzien, Brendan James, Daren King,
Emily McCormick, Trevor McMillan and Linda Shapcott is
sure to prove popular, so jump on your phone, your tablet or
whatever you can grab and make sure of your booking now.
You’ll be hopping mad if you miss it!
You can catch him at The Brunswick Room (at Merthyr Road Uniting Church), 52 Merthyr Road, New Farm
Preview / Final Dress Rehearsal Friday July 8 at 7.30pm
All seats $10
Opening Night (including supper) Saturday July 9 at 7.30pm
Adult $25, Concession $20, Member/Child $17
*Matinee Sunday July 10 at 2pm
*Evening Performances July 15, 16, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30 at 7.30pm
*Adult $20, Concession $15, Member/Child $12
Bookings:

Phone: 3379 4775 Email: nashtheatre4@bigpond.com
Online: www.trybooking.com/176066
www.nashtheatre.com

The Nash Profile
We have enjoyed seeing Bianca Butler Reynolds
perform on the Nash stage in Never the Sinner, Dial M
for Murder and most recently in Rebecca – a radio play.
But now she is wearing a different hat: Bianca is
directing our next play, Harvey.
What does Brisbane mean to you?
I love living in Brisbane. I grew up here, but it wasn’t until
I spent time living elsewhere that I realised what a
special place it is. I love the warm climate, and the nice
‘in-between’ size of the city (not too big, not too small).
Also, most of my family and friends live here. It’s just
where I feel most at home.
Your first experience of theatre?
Theatre wasn’t really a part of my childhood, so for years I didn’t know what I was missing. When I
was 14, I went on a school excursion to see Harvest Rain Theatre Company’s production of
Charley’s Aunt, and it felt like the heavens had opened. I finally knew what I wanted to do. I started
going to more productions, and doing youth theatre programs in the school holidays. When I was 17 I
got to play Beatrice in a youth theatre production of Much Ado About Nothing – my first leading role!
In later years I got involved with productions with Sunnybank Theatre Group, which in turn led me to
Nash. The theatre obsession is well and truly set in now; I don’t think I’ll ever get over it.
Can you tell us a little more about Harvey?
I’ve wanted to do a production of Harvey for about 10 years. I auditioned for it when I was in high
school, and was told I was too young. So it’s been my white whale (or white rabbit?) ever since. It’s a
gorgeous play – such great charm and humour in it. The film adaptation from 1950 with Jimmy
Stewart in the leading role is very nearly a perfect movie. I think what I love most about Harvey is the
nice message it imparts about mental illness. It basically says, it’s OK to be a little bit mad if you’re
not hurting anyone. That’s a message that resonates with me. I love that the oddball is the hero of
the play. We’re always laughing with him, never at him.
What do you do in your daylight hours?
I’m currently doing a PhD in playwriting at QUT. I was fortunate enough to secure an Australian
Postgraduate Award scholarship at the end of last year, so researching and making theatre is now
my full time job! (I know, lucky me.) My thesis looks at how playwrights can use concepts from
Jungian psychology as a tool for creating new theatre. I love both theatre and psychology, so it’s
fascinating for me to see how those disciplines can inform one another.
What’s next for you, Bianca?
When Harvey finishes, I’m heading to the US for a holiday for a few weeks. It’ll be the seventh show
I’ve been involved in over the past 18 months, and I’m exhausted! After I catch my breath, I’ll be
doing some more work with my independent collective, Foundry Theatre. I’ve written a full-length
comedy called Love you hate you drive you wild, and would love to mount an independent production
of it. Watch this space!

Remember to take advantage of our meal deal
with award winning

For Nash patrons who use www.trybooking.com
to purchase their tickets to a show,
or have SuperFlex tickets (see below for more info).
Just show your ticket at the restaurant to receive:



A half price entrée with any pasta or pizza main meal
20% off all beverages
Bookings are essential on 3254 1599

Arriva is a quirky, down-to-earth Italian Restaurant offering the best authentic Italian cuisine in
Brisbane, with a slightly modern twist. Just a short stroll from the theatre at 84 Merthyr Road,
Arriva is the ideal spot for a delicious dinner before the show. Website: arrivarestaurant.com.au
Wait! There’s more! Present your Arriva docket at the Box Office for a free programme!

Nash Theatre Season Tickets are now better than ever!
And we call them SuperFlex tickets
5-for-the-price-of-4
4-for-the-price-of-3
3-for-the-price-of-2
So how do they work? You choose how to use them:
For example: buy a SuperFlex 4-for-the-price-of-3
 to see 4 different plays
 or to see 1 play with 3 friends
 or to see 2 different plays with 1 friend
 or etc.etc. Your choice!
You can buy any time, but please note all SuperFlex tickets for the 2016 season
will expire on 10th December 2016 (the closing night of Play No. 5).
How? Email nashtheatre4@bigpond.com
or phone (07) 3379 4775
or buy the tix at the Box Office
or buy online at www.trybooking.com/178316 or www.trybooking.com/KDUI

SuperFlex ticket holders can also take advantage of the meal deal at
Please see full details above.

Get involved with Nash Theatre
and have fun!
7pm on Saturday 20th August:
we are holding a theatre trivia night in the Play Shed. No
need to make a group to be part of it; just roll up and join
in the fun!
Another way to be involved? Volunteer to become one of
those behind the scenes folk at Nash.
We always need help with wardrobe (contact Brenda White at nashtheatre4@bigpond.com )
and with props (contact Phil Carney at pca51773@bigpond.net.au )

Call out for Front of House Box Office and Bar staff…
Another way to help Nash? Score FREE tickets to see our next play, Harvey?
Be part of Nash’s exciting ‘A Magical Mystery Tour’ season?
Then volunteer to be part of the Front of House Box Office or Bar team!
Box Office staff help set-up the box office, greet patrons, sell tickets, programs and raffle tickets. For
less than an hour’s work, you get a FREE ticket to see the show on a night of your choice – even the
night you do the Front of House!
Bar staff assist in the set-up and operation of the bar (serving patrons, making tea and coffee,
pouring wine, selling chocolates, crisps and cake) before the show and during the interval. While your
time commitment is around the same as Box Office, your duties are spread out over the night. And
for your efforts, a FREE ticket to see the show on a night of your choice.
If you can offer your services for a night email Brian White at profbwhite@bigpond.com or
nashtheatre4@bigpond.com or phone (07) 3379 4775.

Want to become a member of Nash Theatre?
A.k.a. “a Nashie”
The benefits include discounted tickets for shows and drinks at the bar.
Membership for an Adult costs just $22 a year;
there are also couples and concession memberships available.
Contact Nash via email: nashtheatre4@bigpond.com
Or snailmail: P.O.Box 625 New Farm QLD 4005
to join or renew your membership.

The Tempest Raffle Prizes
For the first time ever (?) all prizes were won by people who were present and bought their tickets on
Closing Night! They therefore collected their prizes and very happily took them home with them.
The winners were:
1.
2.
3.

Blue ticket F63: Neville Gerard
Blue ticket F71: Finella
Blue ticket F81: Leica Baker

And yes, the tickets were all well mixed up and each winning ticket was drawn by a different member
of the audience!
Please do consider buying raffle tickets when next at the theatre. You’ll never win a luxury cruise or a
new BMW, but the fun prizes are themed with the current show, and it’s just another way of
supporting Nash Theatre.
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