Nash Notes
The newsletter of New Farm Nash Theatre Inc

Adults $25, Concessions $20, School Students & Members $17
Opening night with supper after the show!
Adults $30, Concessions $25, School Students & Members $22

A Note from the President
Our President has been taking a well-earned break overseas,
perhaps communing with ‘the little people’? However, Brenda
is back in good time to enjoy Sweeney Todd.

Stop Press!

Pizza-and-play-reading evening
Lights, Camera, Murder! by Angela Witcher – a comedy
Friday 26th June
7pm in the Play Shed, Amity Street
$5 donation for pizza and a drink
Gold coin donation for further drinks
All are welcome!
Want to become a member of Nash Theatre?
A.k.a. “a Nashie”
The benefits include discounted tickets for shows and drinks at the bar.
Membership for an Adult costs just $22 a year;
there are also couples and concession memberships available.
Contact Nash via email: nashtheatre4@bigpond.com
Or snailmail: P.O.Box 625 New Farm QLD 4005
to join or renew your membership.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
A devastating fire at Farndale Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen’s Guild Dramatic Society HQ,
caused by Thelma’s furtive use of curling tongs to fashion cannoli for the annual Farndale Italian
Cook-off, has totally destroyed the broom cupboard, wiping out Gordon’s entire collection of historic
feather dusters and vintage Chux.
On behalf of everyone at FAHETG I am pleased to confirm that recent collaboration with Nash
Theatre has resulted in a temporary home for the Farndale ladies and Gordon, at Nash’s Merthyr
Road, New Farm, home until storage facilities have been rebuilt at Farndale HQ.
I am therefore delighted to confirm that the bi-weekly strip tiddly winks championship will continue,
weather permitting, supplies of Mrs Dabney’s home-made fudge will not be affected (good news for
fans of the ever popular ‘XXXX ‘n’ Raisin’ flavour) and most importantly, the Christmas Bazaar will
open in conjunction with our much anticipated murder mystery play, as planned, on 14 November this
year – see future issues for how to purchase tickets.
Volunteers are still required for some stalls at the bazaar, namely; Mrs Percival’s ‘Pepto-Bismol
Piñata’ and Sylvia Frobisher’s ‘Pin the Tail on the Shih Tzu’ – a stand-in Shih Tzu may also be
required if anyone has one to spare. Contact Gordon for further details.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your good wishes and donations during a
highly emotional time – regretfully Thelma will be on anti-depressants for some time. We all look
forward to your ongoing support in our exciting new venue.
Cordially yours

Phoebe Reece
Chairperson of FAHETG Dramatic Society

A melodrama concerning the
Demon Barber of Fleet Street…
Season 11th July – 1st August
A must see!

Sweeney Todd rehearsals are in full swing, the cast fully focused on yet
another quality entertainment at Nash Theatre.
Photos courtesy of Michael Dion
Remember to take advantage of our meal deal
with award winning

For Nash patrons who use www.trybooking.com
to purchase their tickets to a show,
or have SuperFlex tickets (see page 5 for more info).
Just show your ticket at the restaurant to receive:



A half price entrée with any pasta or pizza main meal
20% off all beverages
Bookings are essential on 3254 1599

Arriva is a quirky, down-to-earth Italian Restaurant offering the best authentic Italian cuisine in
Brisbane, with a slightly modern twist. Just a short stroll from the theatre at 84 Merthyr Road,
Arriva is the ideal spot for a delicious dinner before the show. Website: arrivarestaurant.com.au
“Our dedication to authenticity and simplicity is at the heart of everything we do
here at Arriva. We combine fresh local Australian produce with genuine premium
quality Italian ingredients imported direct from Italy including the finest Italian
cheeses, prosciutto, Porcini mushrooms, olives and handmade pasta to bring you the most authentic
modern Italian taste you will experience by far in Brisbane – a method that has earned us an
excellent reputation among the locals and even the not-so-locals who just keep coming back for
more.”
Wait! There’s more! Present your Arriva docket at the Box Office for a free programme!

The Nash Profile
David Bentley is no stranger to regular Nash patrons. He
regularly treads the boards, or is a welcoming face Front of
House. As we shall discover, he is often busy behind the
scenes as well…
Do you remember your earliest experience of theatre? I
was in a class play in Grade 2. I was supposed to play half of
a tree but the teacher changed her mind and made me one of
the four narrators instead. When the others were narrating the
audience kept their eyes on the action, not the narrators.
Somehow whenever it was my turn the audience looked at me.
Although I was embarrassed to be receiving attention the other
narrators weren't, I loved it.
My first play as an actual character, in costume and make-up, was a musical. At age 15 I was Koko in
my school's production of The Mikado by Gilbert & Sullivan. I only got the rôle because the school
had to reschedule the show and the original cast, kids in higher years, all had to quit due to exams;
otherwise I would have been in the chorus. We had fans as props and at the end we were allowed to
keep them as souvenirs. I still have mine.
How long have you lived in Brisbane? And why Brisbane? I moved here in early 1987. I'd visited
for a couple of weeks the year before on holiday with friends and it felt like home in a way that my
native Melbourne never had. It was also good to escape the Melbourne cold! Although I later lived
overseas for a few years, I've been back since 2005 and it's well and truly home.
Tell us about your involvement with Nash Theatre. My first year back in Brisbane, a housemate
was Stage Managing Nash's production of Titus Andronicus and asked if I'd be her assistant. A little
later I started acting with Nash. I'm particularly proud of doing Danforth in The Crucible and the lead
in Fall of the House of Usher. That was a big, taxing rôle; I was onstage almost the whole play.
Between acting rôles, I've helped out backstage a fair bit, and often volunteer for Front of House.
This gives me a sense of connection when I'm not performing. A few years ago I also decided to join
the Committee. I'm currently Secretary and since last year have been our Webmaster.
As at the date of writing I'm Musical Director for our next production, Sweeney Todd, and I appear
onstage in a small rôle in the second act....ironically a non-singing rôle. Readers will have to come
see it to find out which, I'm not going to give it away here!
What do you like most about Nash? As an actor, that would be our open casting for each and
every show. I also love the sense of being part of a community of like-minded people.
What does the future hold for you? I have no idea. I don't even know what I'll want for dinner
tonight! But in an ideal world there would be lots of acting with talented, visionary directors.
Your idea of a perfect meal would be…unending! I love to eat! But if I have to be more specific,
give me a five-course dinner party with polite, sane people who are knowledgeable and articulate
about current affairs, culture and philosophy.

Congratulations to Director Dan Lane, cast and crew!
Never
the
Sinner
was
a winner!
An excellent
production to
be very, very
proud of.
“The enthralling tale of Leopold and
Loeb was brought to the minute stage
amazingly well. Both the mains: Kurtis
Laing as the brooding, intellectual
Leopold and James Meggitt as the
pretty boy charmer Loeb, brought an
incredible reality to the parts, they
truly brought these complex and
terrifying people to life. The initial
spark, the descending into madness,
the familial rejection, the sexual
tension, and of course the actual act
of murder was created in such a way
that was truly a sight to behold”
– Matt Huxley, Moustache Magazine

Nash Theatre Season Tickets: now better than ever!
Introducing the new SuperFlex tickets
5-for-the-price-of-4
4-for-the-price-of-3
3-for-the-price-of-2
So what’s new? You choose how to use them:
For example: buy a SuperFlex 4-for-the-price-of-3
 to see 4 different plays
 or to see 1 play with 3 friends
 or to see 2 different plays with 1 friend
 or etc.etc. Your choice!
You can buy any time: SuperFlex tickets expire 15 months after date of first use.
How? Email nashtheatre4@bigpond.com or phone (07) 3379 4775 or buy the tix at the Box Office
SuperFlex ticket holders can also take advantage of the meal deal at
Please see full details on page 3.
N.B. You already have a season ticket at Nash? No problem. Simply swap it for a
SuperFlex next time you come to the Box Office.

Early bird for Dial M for Murder
1st August and pay only $15!
Or at the box office when you come

Book and pay for your seat by
www.trybooking.com/144213
to see Sweeney Todd

MURDER THEY WROTE! The 2015 season…
The Business 0f Murder by Richard Harris
Never the Sinner by John Logan
Sweeney Todd: A Melodrama with Music by Brian J Burton
Dial ‘M’ for Murder by Frederick Knott
The Farndale Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen's Guild Murder Mystery by David
McGillivray & Walter Zerling Jnr
Call out for Front of House Box Office and Bar staff…
How would you like to help Nash? Score FREE tickets to see our next play, Sweeney Todd?
Be part of Nash’s exciting ‘Murder they wrote’ season?
Then volunteer to be part of the Front of House Box Office or Bar team!
Box Office staff help set-up the box office, greet patrons, sell tickets, programs and raffle tickets. For
less than an hour’s work, you get a FREE ticket to see the show on a night of your choice – even the
night you do the Front of House!
Bar staff assist in the set-up and operation of the bar (serving patrons, making tea and coffee,
pouring wine, selling chocolates, crisps and cake) before the show and during the interval. While your
time commitment is around the same as Box Office, your duties are spread out over the night. And
for your efforts, a FREE ticket to see the show on a night of your choice.
If you can offer your services for a night email Brian White at profbwhite@bigpond.com or
nashtheatre4@bigpond.com or phone (07) 3379 4775.

Contacting Nash
Booking Line:

(07) 3379 4775

or www.trybooking.com

Email:

nashtheatre4@bigpond.com

Website:

www.nashtheatre.com

Facebook:

www.facebook.com/Nashiefan

Twitter:

@nashtheatre

Instagram:

#nashtheatre

Google+:

nashtheatreinc

Mailing address:

PO Box 625 New Farm 4005

Nash Theatre can now be seen on YouTube!
Check out our website; get involved on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Google+…
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