Nash Notes

Preview / Final Dress Rehearsal Friday July 14 at 7.30pm All seats $10
Opening Night (including supper) Saturday July 15 at 7.30pm
Adult $25, Concession $20, Member/Child $17

Bookings:

*Matinee Sunday July 23 at 2pm
Online: www.trybooking.com/249636 or www.nashtheatre.com
Phone: 3379 4775 Email: nashtheatre4@bigpond.com

*Evening Performances July 21, 22, 28, 29, August 4, 5 at 7.30pm
*Adult $20, Concession $15, Member/Child $12

A Note from the President
Since the last Nash Notes we have welcomed, and said goodbye to, a bunch
of Shakespeare tragics (sorry to the cast and crew) of The Taming of the
Shrew. When I say this, I say this in admiration and as a term of endearment:
the production was a resounding success. We did good box office sales (but
I would have liked more, so would the Treasurer) and the production received very favourable
reviews. (Please see page 7 – Ed.). Thank you. Incidentally the management committee
commented that the first two productions of 2017 have been successful, so let’s keep it up.
Rehearsals are well underway for the next production of Lady Windermere’s Fan… Great cast,
and many are new to the Nash Theatre…I welcome you. Lady Windermere’s Fan opens July 15,
2017. Get a group along to see this production.
Whilst we are always looking for great scripts, and hence great productions, to bring the public to
the Nash Theatre Community, we will need all your help with ensuring that La Cage aux Folles
receives good patronage; more on this next time.
Don’t forget the next social event for Nash is the P&P (play read and pizza), on Saturday 12 th
August 2017. (See below for more info - Ed.)
Lastly, for this edition, New Farm Nash Theatre is a community theatre company. I and the board
are interested in hearing about the good, the bad and the areas that we can improve on. Send me
an email at pmhcarney@gmail.com
• Phil Carney

Dates for your diary:
Social evenings at Nash:
Please note the change of date for the Nash Play reading and Pizza evening: it is now on
Saturday 12th August in the Play Shed.
We are lucky enough to have Queensland playwright, Dianne Wills, join us for this rehearsed
reading. Dianne’s two one-act plays, Man Cave Chaos! and Elephant in the Room, are sure to
entertain us. Add yummy pizza and we have the recipe for a great evening!
Are you interested in being one of the readers? It’s a lovely way to be involved in drama – no
learning of lines! – and you’ll be giving Dianne a chance to hear her dialogue spoken. Win win!
Man Cave Chaos needs 3 older blokes, a younger bloke
and a young woman.
As for Elephant in the
Room? 2 teen
females, 1 male teen,
1 female and 2 males
of any age.

To RSVP or register interest as a reader contact
hazelmepham@hotmail.com Mob: 0400 225 023
Saturday 21st October - Trivia Night

By Oscar Wilde

Directed by Greg Scurr
Set over a 24-hour period, Oscar
Wilde’s Lady Windermere’s Fan
is as relevant today as it was
when first performed in 1892.
Juxtaposing high society and
popular culture, it explores a
world full of the desire for
scandal and gossip; a world
which rejoices in the outrage and
indignation such scandal permits.

Witty dialogue and memorable characters abound. Secrets
will be shared and confidences broken, but ultimately it is a
story of great hope,
“We are all in the gutter, but some of us are looking at the
stars”.
Prepare to be amused, bemused and thoroughly
entertained!
The lovely Newstead House was the ideal location for a
Windermere photo shoot. So, pictured above we have
Corinne Fixter as Mrs Windermere, watched by Sally
Jenkins (Mrs Erlynne) and Chris Robinson (Mr Windermere).
At right, Scott West as Mr Darlington.

Call out for Front of House Box Office and Bar staff…
Want to help Nash? Score FREE tickets to see our next play, Lady Windermere’s
Fan? Be part of Nash’s exciting ‘Laughter is the best medicine’ season?
Then volunteer to be part of the Front of House Box Office or Bar team!
Box Office staff help set-up the box office, greet patrons, sell tickets, programs and raffle tickets.
For less than an hour’s work, you get a FREE ticket to see the show on a night of your choice –
even the night you do the Front of House!
Bar staff assist in the set-up and operation of the bar (serving patrons, making tea and coffee,
pouring wine, selling chocolates, crisps and cake) before the show and during the interval. While
your time commitment is around the same as Box Office, your duties are spread out over the
night. And for your efforts, a FREE ticket to see the show on a night of your choice.
To offer your services for a night email Brian White at b.white@uq.edu.au

The Nash Profile
Jan Read is a Stage Manager
Extraordinaire and Prop Guru! We
know we are in good hands
whenever Jan works at Nash. This
photo of Jan was taken for her
granddaughter who had drawn
three of the pictures. Cute.
Your first experience of theatre?
Attending the Ballet with my
grandmother when I was about
five.
My first actual involvement in
theatre was with the Brighton
Repertory Theatre in Melbourne. We had returned after many years living in Fiji and I was looking
for an interest in the local community. My first participation was as a prompt in those ghastly times
when the prompt sat side stage calling out the forgotten lines!
Your Drama CV must be very long. Can you share some highlights with us?
They have been many and varied, but working as a stager-manager at Expo 88 was the most
exciting theatre experience of my life, (South Pacific Village – River Stage – Piazza – the Butterfly
Stage).
Being involved in Alan Ayckbourn’s Norman Conquests Trilogy – one Saturday the three plays
were presented in sequence. We had an afternoon tea break and a dinner break. Props were
moving to and fro as some were used in all three plays. Flustered actors came to the SM desk
asking “which play are we in?”
Do you have any advice for someone wanting to be an effective Stage Manager?
Stay calm and delegate. In cases of chaos and disaster – don't let your feelings and thoughts
show. Remain calm and assure the cast that this can be fixed – even when thinking what the
f*** can we do about this!!!
You take props pretty seriously, don’t you?
I've always enjoyed researching to make appropriate props – labels, books, notes etc. Food props
have twice been a failure (both at Nash). Recently Shrew needed “mutton” and after a week of
cooking bones for each performance I decided to varnish them after cooking, in the hope that
they'd last for three performances. Just ask Brian White! I thought I was on the right track until he
started looking for the dead possum he could smell. During Cyrano de Bergerac I made fresh
muffins each Friday, thinking I could recycle them for two more performances, but each night they
all got eaten by the cast. I then decided to buy jam doughnuts and varnish them to last the
distance. I spread them out on the grass but the birds enjoyed them – not at all put off by the
varnish; they picked holes in the lot of them!
You’ve worked on many plays and in many theatres in your time. Any favourites?
At the moment, The Taming of the Shrew is right up there. It was full of challenges, but the
production was a wonderful display of teamwork and solidarity. It was a joy to experience such a
happy, committed cast and crew.
Les Mis comes to mind also – I just loved that show and cried continually throughout the final night
knowing as each scene finished, that was the last time I would share that scene.

I have worked in several theatres in Brisbane including City Hall,
The Rialto (gone now), Cremorne, Powerhouse and Roundhouse.
After Expo 88 I worked in the production team for the Ethnic
Communities Council. I was also involved with the Drama Group
while I worked for the Cerebral Palsy League; this was very
humbling and also very rewarding.
Nash remains my favourite Community Theatre because of its
warm and welcoming friendship and support.
So, Jan, what’s your idea of a perfect day?
Difficult one. Typically, it involves theatre; I enjoy planning for the
next rehearsal.
(Answering these questions has been a trip down memory lane,
with many stoppages for viewing photo albums and programmes. I
have decided to put my memories of my thirty plus years in theatre
on record for my family. Scary memories, happy memories and
some very amusing ones. I have learnt much about people along
the way.)
At the other end of the scale: first night off after tech week shopping, dinner and a movie to see what the non-theatre people are doing. Enjoying family time
with our daughters and their children.

Want to become a member of Nash Theatre?
The benefits include discounted tickets for shows and drinks at the bar.
Membership for an Adult costs just $22 a year; there are also couples and
concession memberships available.
To join or renew your membership: please find all contact details at the end of this newsletter.

The prize-winners of the The Taming of the Shrew raffle:
1. Peter Stankov – Blue A64
2. Terry Byrne – Blue A10
3. Lara Latham – Blue A93

Situation Vacant
Nash needs an Auditor to make sure all our finances are in order
at the end of our financial year.
Our Treasurer keeps good records, so it’s not a particularly
onerous job, but it is pretty vital!
Could you, or someone you know, help us?

New Farm Nash Theatre Inc.

AUDITION

La Cage aux Folles

Book by Harvey Fierstein
Lyrics and Music by Jerry Herman
Directed by Leo Bradley
Musical Director Stuart Crisp

Cast required
Male
Georges- the owner of “La Cage” - 40-55 - Baritone/Tenor
The MC of all the shows, must sing well and have personality to spare. Comic timing a must heart of the show.
Albin – his partner of 20 years - 40-55 - Baritone
Becomes the fabulous ZsaZsa onstage, the Star at “La Cage”. Must be able to move well in
a 1 ½ inch heel.
Jean Michael – George’s son - 20s - Baritone
Amusing and headstrong, must sing and dance well. No dresses or heels
M. Dindon –Ann’s father, a local politician - 40-60
Uptight, conservative, pompous. Good actor with great comic timing, sings a bit
Jacob – the Maid/Butler - 20-35
A zany comic role, the wackiest role in the show. Must move well in a 2-inch heel. Lots of costume
changes
Francis - the stage manager of La Cage - 20-40
Good comic actor. Good dancer
Female
Ann – Jean Michael’s intended - 18-20s - Soprano
Must sing and dance well. Lovely, sweet, innocent
Mme Dandon – Ann’s mother - 40-60
Starts out uptight and conservative, but softens and changes by the end of the show. Great acting
role. Must sing well
Jacqueline – Owner of posh restaurant - 30+ - Alto
Sings much of “The Best of Times is Now.” Good actress, good singer
Male/Female
Les Cagelles - Any age - All
6 to 8 performers at ‘La Cage’, must sing and dance – several specific dances and individual
performances.
Can include some women as well as men in drag – and fabulous costumes.
Townspeople - Any age - All
Male and female, also get to sing and dance, and have individual characters.
May double as ‘Cagelles’
Date: Saturday July 1st
Time: 11.00am – 4.00pm (by appointment)
Appointment times: 11:00-12:00, 12:00-1:00, 1:30- 2:30, 2:30- 3:30, 3:30- 4:30pm – Cagelles
Place: The Play Shed
The Play Shed is behind Merthyr Road Uniting Church, 52 Merthyr Rd New Farm; access via
the path next to the church or via Amity St.
Season: September 22 – October 14
If you are interested in auditioning, please email nashtheatre4@bigpond.com with the heading
‘LA CAGE AUDITION’ and giving your NAME, CONTACT DETAILS, WHICH ROLE(S) you are
auditioning for and PREFERRED AUDITION TIME.

“Shakespeare's 'The Taming of The Shrew' will
always be a problematic play, so Nash Theatre
have done a great job in modernising and
sweetening the action and putting their own
special wrapper (complete with twisted ends)
around the original script.”
• Kate Byrne for scenestr.
“Now the action takes place in Padua, where the
mafia gangs are strong and warring. The local
bar is run by Baptista who keeps the peace, but
has two daughters – Bianca, a soft beautiful
object of desire for half the mafia, and her sister,
Katherina, the hard fighting shrew.
…The interpretation of the play and the
subsequent direction are a credit to Jason
Nash.”
• William Davies for
Stage Whispers
“…the best scenes are those of Petruchio in
interaction with the tempestuous Katherina
after their first introduction.
…Regardless of its politics, this energetic
production is highly entertaining and vitally
inventive.”
• Meredith Walker for
Blue Curtains Brisbane
“They did play up the sexual innuendo very
well, I thought. …lots of naughty gestures.”
• Ride Home Review
“While I firmly believe his works will never go out
of style, seeing modern re-tellings of his plays is
somewhat refreshing and revives that magical
spark that is present in all the Bard’s words.
…Jason is a director that understood the text
well and this, in turn, led to the actors
understanding and interpretation. This play is
long. …but it was made up for by the wellinterpreted verse and a cast that extolled their
lines with ease and good energy.”
• Nahima Kern for Absolute Theatre
These wonderful photos are courtesy of Alan Gamble Photography.
More at www.alangamble.photography/

Remember to take advantage of our meal deal
with award winning

For Nash patrons who use www.trybooking.com
to purchase their tickets to a show,
or have SuperFlex tickets (see below for more info).
Just show your ticket at the restaurant to receive:
•
•

A half price entrée with any pasta or pizza main meal
20% off all beverages
Bookings are essential on 3254 1599

Arriva is a quirky, down-to-earth Italian Restaurant offering the best
authentic Italian cuisine in Brisbane, with a slightly modern twist.
Just a short stroll from the theatre at 84 Merthyr Road,
Arriva is the ideal spot for a delicious dinner before the show.
Website: arrivarestaurant.com.au
Wait! There’s more! Present your Arriva docket at the Box Office for a free programme!

Nash Theatre Season Tickets are now better than ever!
And we call them SuperFlex tickets
5-for-the-price-of-4
4-for-the-price-of-3
3-for-the-price-of-2
So how do they work? You choose how to use them:
For example: buy a SuperFlex 4-for-the-price-of-3
• to see 4 different plays
• or to see 1 play with 3 friends
• or to see 2 different plays with 1 friend
• or etc. etc. Your choice!
You can buy any time, but please note all SuperFlex tickets for the 2017 season
will expire on 31st December 2017.
How? Email nashtheatre4@bigpond.com
or phone (07) 3379 4775
or buy the tix at the Box Office
or buy online at www.trybooking.com/178316 or www.trybooking.com/KDUI

SuperFlex ticket holders can also take advantage of the meal deal at
Please see full details above.

2017 SEASON
Laughter is the best medicine
_

La Cage aux Folles
Book by Harvey Fierstein
Lyrics and Music by Jerry Herman
Directed by Leo Bradley
Musical Director Stuart Crisp
22 September – 14 October
________________________________________

Calendar Girls
By Tim Firth
Directed by Brenda White
17 November – 9 December
_________________________________________
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